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beth. The most important point was the check imposed on
" out relief ". The new Act ordered the setting up of work-
houses, into which the able-bodied " destitute poor " had to
go, instead of receiving money and staying in their homes as
formerly. Families were broken up (for the sexes were
separated in the workhouses), and conditions deliberately
made very unpleasant. The idea behind this measure was
twofold. It was intended that the granting of help from the
rates should bring with it such severe conditions that the
poof would do all they could to struggle along.1 Thus idle-
ness and shiftlessness would be penalized. But, on the other
hand, if workers could no longer get their wages made up
out of the rates, employers would be obliged either to pay
higher wages, or to see their workers go off to the new
" workhouses ". To a certain extent these hopes were ful-
filled, but at the cost of terrible suffering. Modern legisla-
tion has swept away the system of 1834, and tried to solve
the problem along other lines.

Another reform which had world-wide importance, was
carried through.   Wilberforce, though not in agreement with Abolition
the Factory Acts, showed himself one of the most enlight- wuffiS?78
ened philanthropists of any age in his struggle for the aboli- *orceei>
tion of slavery.  If we sometimes wonder whether the world <1833>
progresses, surely in the freedom given to the slaves we have
a proof of real advance.    Wilberforce first attacked the
horrible slave trade, under which men who were free in their
own country were caught, sold, and transported into slavery.
This traffic had been prohibited by Great Britain in 1807,
and in 1815, at the Congress of Vienna, other European
powers including France and Portugal were persuaded to
do the same, and Spain forbade the trade after 1820. Slavery,
however, still existed in the British colonies of Jamaica and
in South Africa,  Here there was an economic difficulty, for
if the slaves were freed, how would the plantation owners

1 Conditions were to be " as disagreeable as consistent with health *'.